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IT'S PERMANENT: WEST IS DIRECTOR OF UM'S MANSFIELD CENTER 
MISSOULA ~
Philip West, a vital force at The University of Montana's Maureen and Mike Mansfield 
Center since 1988, has been named permanent director of the center.
West, interim director of the center since August 1993 and Mansfield Professor of Modem 
Asian Affairs before that, was appointed to the permanent post by Provost Robert Kindrick. The 
appointment has been approved by the Board of Regents.
West said he sees challenges ahead for the center, including "a polarization that derives in 
part from defining the two program themes of the Center (modem Asian affairs and ethics and 
public affairs) as separate pillars."
He said he hopes to reduce that polarization "in the name of Mike Mansfield. He is the 
consummate conciliator." One important step toward that goal is the recent formation of an 
interdisciplinary advisory board, he said. Board members are Maureen Cumow, chair of UM’s 
Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures; James Flightner, dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences; School of Business Dean Larry Gianchetta; Dennis O’Donnell, economics professor 
and chair of the Asian Studies Committee; and Nguyen Hien, president of Missoula’s Education 
Logistics Inc.
Another challenge, West said, is "finding more productive ways to combine the 
opportunities of an academic program within the University with the unique and sustaining
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resources of the Mansfield Foundation.”
West came to the Mansfield Center from Indiana University, where he directed the East 
Asian Studies Center. He holds two degrees from Harvard University: a master’s in Chinese 
studies and a doctorate in history and East Asian languages.
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